Since their establishment the Agricultural Experiment Stations of this country have given much attention to the testing of varieties of all kinds of farm crops, and in the great majority of cases, until recently at least, the prime object of such tests has been simply to determine which varieties were best suited to general culture as indicated by their relative yields. As a rule, too, these tests were confined to the soil upon which the experiment station happened to be located and the results were given to the public as a guide in selecting the varieties they should use, with little reference to the particular conditions under which they were secured. With a few notable exceptions, the stations have made no further use than this of the results of these tests until within the last few years, but now many of them are using the variety tests as a basis upon which to found systematic investigations in crop improvement. The Station Agronomists, or those having crop improvement work in charge, now see in the variety test a valuable means of working out many perplexing problems connected with the selection of the most suitable foundation stock for any given line of improvement. It is pretty well recognized, too, that the results of such tests can not be depended upon for application at any considerable distance from the locality in which they v-ere conducted, on account of important influences of different climatic and soil conditions, and that tests must be conducted at the points where the results are to be applied.
